Skateboarding is the act of riding and performing tricks using a skateboard. A person who skateboards is most often referred to a skateboarder, skater.

Skateboarding can be a hobby, a job or a method of transportation. For a long time many skaters have been giving something special, something new from their ownselfs.

A 2002 report by «American Sports Data» found that there were 18.5 million skateboarders in the world. A key skateboarding maneuver, the ollie, was developed in the late 1970s by Alan «Ollie» Gelfand, as a half-pipe maneuver. Freestyle skateboarder Rodney Mullen was the first to perform kickflip and it’s variants.
History

1940-1960

Skateboarding was probably born in the late 1940s or early 1950s, when surfers in California wanted something to surf when the waves were flat. No one knows who made the first board, it seems that several people came up with similar ideas at around the same time. During this time skateboarding has seen as something to do for fun besides surfing.
The first manufactured skateboards were ordered by a Los Angeles, California surf shop, meant to be used by surfers in their down-time. The shop owner, Bill Richards, made a deal with the «Chicago Roller Skate» company to produce sets of skate wheels.

At the beginning a skateboarding looked the same as a surfing. First skateboards looked like a small surf decks.

